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Dear Grace members and friends,
A handful of people started this church in 1953 as a place to worship God, strengthen disciples, and reach the
lost. Their vision, work and sacrifices provided a foundation for the ministries we offer and enjoy today. As
we embark upon our Building on a Foundation of Grace capital campaign, our generation’s vision, work and
sacrifices will provide an even greater foundation as we prepare for our future ministries.
It is important for us to remember that “the church” is our congregation, our people. What we are building
is a place for the church to gather and worship. In addition to building physical facilities, we are building a
spiritual foundation that will inspire our church and contribute to the lives of generations to come.

Pastor Jim Houston-Hencken

Month of Inspiration
Beginning October 23rd, please join us for a special five-week sermon series. We will be
exploring the meaning of God’s grace and what it teaches us about ourselves and our
ministry in a new place.
October 23

GRACE: G is for God

Colossians 1:8-19

October 30

GRACE: R is for Relationships

I Thessalonians 2:5-8

November 6

GRACE: A is for Abundance

Ephesians 3:14-21

November 13

GRACE: C is for Consecrated

Joshua 3:5-6

November 20

GRACE: E is for Experience

Philippians 4:10-13

“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of
his household, built on a foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ himself as the chief cornerstone.
In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you, too, are
being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”
Ephesians 2:19-22

Prayer on the Property
Thirty-five church members gathered on our property on
October 11th to worship, pray, and leave a special message or
favorite Bible verse on a rock along the perimeter of our
property. One highlight of the gathering was meeting a
gentleman from the apartment complex next door; he came
over to tell us that he’s been praying that a church would be
built nearby!
We still need cars and trucks to participate in our “Truck or Treat” for the kids. Please call Rhonda at
702-688-2644 if you’re able to bring a vehicle. She has ideas to help you decorate your car in line with our
construction theme, or you can come up with your own plan!

“Not Equal Gifts, But Equal Sacrifice”
God has blessed each of us, but in different ways. Every member cannot and should not give the same dollar
amount. Our giving theme, “not equal gifts, but equal sacrifice” embodies the teaching of proportionate
giving. It is our prayer that commitments will be made which reflect individuals’ blessings from God and
exemplify genuine sacrifice as a form of worship.

Stewardship Steps
Recommended steps for making your gift decision
First, ask the basic questions of a disciple: “Who am I?” “Whose am I?” “What does my life represent?”
“What is my calling in Christ?” Seeking the answers to these questions through prayer must come before
asking questions about the level of your financial pledge.
Second, ask: “What do you want to do through me, Lord?” Think about it! What will happen if everyone at
Grace Presbyterian prays this prayer? What will we accomplish? How will lives be changed?
Third, ask: “Is there any part of my life that could be reshaped to match my calling?” “Does my life match my
priorities?” “What options do I have to make an impact?” “How has God blessed and equipped me to carry
out His plan?”
Finally, consider the details of your commitment: what, when and how will you give? Don’t question what
you should do; listen for what God wants to do through you—through God’s grace and your faith.
The end result: Instead of making a “donation decision,” you will be making your commitment as a matter of
faith. Discover a new level of trust in Jesus Christ as He leads your life. Let your commitment decision grow
joyfully as you spend time in prayer and listen for God to speak to you.

33,000-sq ft. overall design

Warm and welcoming interiors

Sanctuary designed for all types of worship

72-seat Chapel for intimate gatherings

Four children’s classrooms and two multipurpose rooms (for Christian Education and activities) on the main floor

Two rooms upstairs for youth and group gatherings

Social Hall directly adjacent to the Sanctuary

4.02-acres located on Durango and Oquendo

A casual place to fellowship and reflect

Questions & Answers
Q: How does the size of the new church building compare with our current buildings?
A: The new church design is 33,000 square feet, part of which is on a second floor accessible by stairs and
an elevator. This is slightly smaller than the 37,400 total square feet of the two main buildings on the
Charleston Campus, but the space utilization is very similar. With everything being in one building, we
were able to eliminate duplicated spaces, such as multiple entryways. We will be using our space very
effectively, saving on utility bills and unused space.
Q: What is the capacity of the sanctuary?
A: The new sanctuary is designed to seat 585 people: 383 in pews on a sloped floor with a flexible
horizontal space at the front for two rows of chairs, 63 seats in the cancel (choir) and 139 seats in the
mezzanine. County codes require an 18-inch space per person, but we’re allowing a more comfortable 24
inches per person. The architects recommended a seating capacity of at least 260 to accommodate a
growth in membership over 10 years; we are 120 over that figure just with the seating on the main floor.
Q: Which things will be moved from our current building to the new location?
A: A few of the key items include:
--The organ in the sanctuary will be removed, refurbished, and reinstalled with an updated console.
--The rose window from the chapel and select other stained glass pieces.
--Reusable furniture will be moved; furniture that has reached the end of its useful life will be replaced.
Q: Where is the money from the legal settlement being held? Is it safe from market volatility?
A: Our building funds are currently invested in 6-month treasury bills with Charles Schwab and are securely
earning 3.875% interest. Three church members and a professional advisor from Charles Schwab are
constantly monitoring our funds to ensure that we are being effective stewards.
Q: What is the capital campaign goal?
A: Rather than setting a specific monetary goal like most secular campaigns, we’re focusing on
participation. We hope that 100% of the people who call Grace Presbyterian their church home will make
a prayerful decision to be involved. The best part about this approach is that commitment decisions will
grow joyfully from a spiritual perspective, and God’s work will get done in God’s way.
Q: How long is the capital campaign?
A: This will be a three-year campaign, starting on Commitment Sunday, November 20, 2022. Donors may
choose the starting date and duration of their pledge, and decide whether to give weekly, monthly or
some other arrangement.
Q: I’m already giving to the church. Should I re-direct my giving to support the capital campaign?
A: Please know that this capital campaign to build our new church home is separate and apart from our
annual stewardship campaign, which funds our daily operations, mission and ministry. In this challenging
economic time, it is important that we not mix our operating funds with our building funds. We want to
assure our church family that we will faithfully conduct our mission and ministry as God provides, while at
the same time, faithfully raise funds for our new building. We strongly encourage you to give your
campaign gift “over and above” your current giving.
Q: What kind of gift can I make?
A: Similar to other campaigns, donors may consider gifts of cash, securities, estate proceeds and other
assets. Throughout this campaign, we’ll share many practical and creative ways to approach making a
pledge.

